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Frank K. I'laisdell was born March l.\ 1862, at Pittslield, Xew
Hampshire. The Blaisdell family left their New England h(jme and
moved to San Francisco in 1870, where they remained until 1873 when
they

moved

to

harness maker.

San Diego. Dr. lUaisdell's father was
For two years he maintained a harness

a saddler

and

on Fifth
Street in San Diego. From 1874 to 1886 the lUaisdells engaged in
farming in Poway Valley, where they took up a ranch. During this
period, Dr. P)laisdell became a skilled teamster, a collector of insects,
and a keeper of an apiary. Pie served as county entomologist of San
Diego in 1886. Dr. Plaisdell's desire for learning caused him to leave
store

and take up the study of medicine. For a year he clerked
and read medicine with Drs. P. C. Remondin
and C. C. Valle. In 1887 he left home for San Francisco to enter the
Cooper Medical College. The course of study was completed and hr.
I'laisdell was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine in
1889. In N(jvember of this year. Dr. lUaisdell returned to .San Diego
where he practiced medicine for three years. In search of greener
the ranch

in a stationer}- store
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pastures, in 1892 he left

a

new

location.

He

C(junty, Calif(jrnia.

San Diego again for San Francisco

learned of a location at

where he
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Hill,

located, practiced medicine,

to

find

Calaveras

and collected

insects until 1900.

Soon

after Dr. lUaisdell began practicing at

Mokelumne

Hill,

he

companion and wife, Miss Rlla Katherine Peek, and
they were married February 18, 1894. To them was born one son,

met

his future
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and devoted lielpmate to Dr. lUaisdell. Upon many occasions Mrs.
Tanner and 1 have been delightfully entertained by the Blaisdells.
When Dr. Blaisdell gave up the practice of medicine at Mokelumne
Hill, he decided to take a vacation by going to Nome, Alaska. In September he took passage on the steamer \'alencia. For several weeks
he collected Coleoptera in many Alaskan places. Upon his return he
was appointed to a teaching position in Cooper Medical College, 1900.
During the next ten years. Dr. Blaisdell advanced in teaching rank,
and many
at

responsibilities

John Hopkins

in

were given

collected in the vicinity of Baltimore

Washington and Baltimore,
Sciences.

In 1910

to him.

In 1909 he spent a year

On week ends he
and Academy Junction between

Baltimore studying medicine.

when

the

as well as at the Philadelphia

Cooper College was

ford University, Dr. Blaisdell

Academy

of

affiliated with Stan-

was then Professor of Anatomy and

head of the Department. After the affiliation he was made Professor
of Surgery in what was then known as the Stanford Medical College.
This position he held until September, 1927, when he retired as Professor of Surgery Emeritus, at the age of sixty-five years.
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of Dr. Blaisdell's medical career he

his avocation, that of collecting

and studying

insects

collection of beetles, especially tenetrionids.

1906 the earthquake and

fire

When

in

destroyed most of the business district

and the California Academy of Science in San Francisco, he was very
what he could of his collection, as well as
some rescued from the Academy building. He told me about carrying
on his back for days, at this time, several boxes containing types and
determined specimens of Coleoptera in order to save them from deactive in helping to save

struction.
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and families as I did. Then, too, he has given freely of his time in
making determinations of specimens submitted to him. Every year
beetle collection he
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publishing in 1892 and continued up until 1945.

i)apers are of considerable length and well illustrated.
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paper ".Studies

Monographic Revision of the
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made an attempt
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studies of female genital structures of beetles with his studies of

male structures.

His notable study of the Kleodiini,

the male genitalia.*'*
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nomenclature used by the

at correlating the

deals with

19()9,

new

w^'iter

species include

Dr. Blaisdell's knowledge of

human

into his study of insects to a greater extent than

many workers

trained in vertebrate anatomy.

of Dr. Blaisdell's entomological papers, with the ex-

all

ception of the most recent ones, are to be found listed in the bibliog-

raphy of the Leng Catalogue of Coleoptera of America, North of
Mexico, and the four supplements, 1920-1939. Students interested in
his specialties are referred to the

above publications.

In 1928 Dr. and Mrs. Blaisdell spent five months on a trip and
vacation.

They
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also with Dr. lienry Fall in
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Natural History
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week

Harvard
in
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at the International

at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.
were fortunate enough to get rooms at a private
home along with the IJlaisdells. This association added much to the
enjoyment and value of the Conference for us. We then visited the
Niagara Falls t(jgether. The Blaisdells returned to California by way

Entomological Congress

Mrs. Tanner and
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As I draw to a close this brief sketch of Dr. Frank
Illaisdell.
man whom I greatly admired and respected for his genuineness and
.i
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do so knowing full well that it is a privilege
pay tribute to his memory. Dr. Blaisdell inherited a strong body
and a keen intellect. His good nature and personal charm of manner

desire to help others.
to

(3)

Blaisdell,

V.

K.,

1909.

"Monograph

of

the

Eleodiini":

Bull.

U.

S.

Nat.

Mus.

lo

The Great Basin Naturalist

VASCO M. TANNKK

20

drew

his friends clcjse to him.

His

loiii^-

faction because of the joy he received

and host of

friends.

the California

Students

Academy

who

Vol. VIT. Nos. 1-4

was filled with much satisfrom liis wife, grandchildren,

life

use the Coleoptera Collection at
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